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ABSTRACT 
Darul-Ulum Deoband had been established at a time when the Madrasahs for 
religious education had altogether become extinct in India and it appeared that the 
religious education will be overlapped and surpassed by the modern education. In 
this critical situation the Darul-‘Ulum disproved any such possibility. The present 
paper is an attempt to highlight the role of Darul Ulum Deoband in the development 
of an important religious science-Fiqh. The role played by Deobandi scholars and the 
institutions and academies established by these scholars in this regard will also be 


discussed. 
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Introduction 

After the announcement and execution 
of the education system framed by Lord 
Macaulay, the founders of Darul-‘Ulum 
Deoband started such a_ strong 
educational movement which helped in 
the renaissance of Islam throughout the 
subcontinent.i The main work of Darul- 
Ulum Deoband was to teach Quran, 
Hadith and Fiqh and to produce a 
bunch of scholars in these fields which 
can defend Islamic civilization from the 
ill effects of modern education. 


The Darul-‘Ulum had been established 
at a time when the Madrasahs for 
religious education had _ altogether 
become extinct in India and it appeared 
that the religious education will be 
overlapped and surpassed by the 
modern education.# In this critical 
situation the Darul-‘Ulum disproved 
any such possibility. 

About the same role and achievements 
of the Darul-Ulum, Khawja Khalil 
Ahmad writes:- 
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“The Darul-Ulum Deoband is a 
matchless centre of Islamic sciences not 
only in India but in the whole world and 
it had a special status in the world next 
of Jami‘a Azhar. This is the Madrasah 
which has caused to flow the rivers of 
Islamic sciences in India. Its graduates 
are engaged in each and every corner of 
India in education and Islamic services. 
The services, that, Darul-‘Ulum 
Deoband has rendered to religion and 
religious sciences, are as bright as the 
Sun.” iii 

English education had created such a 
danger at that time, as it appeared the 
religious sciences would extinct from 
India, but at that critical condition, 
Darul-‘Ulum came forward and 
protected the religion and _ religious 
knowledge. A contributor of Majala 
Ulum al-Din Aligarh writes in this 
respect:- 

“The domination of the English people 
had created the danger that; the 
religious sciences might depart from the 
country. Under such circumstances the 
Darul-‘Ulum obviated this danger and it 
emerged on the map of India as a live 
exposition of the Quranic verse.” 

“We have, without doubt, sent down the 
Message; And We will assuredly guard it 
(from corruption).”’ 

Its graduates accomplished great works 
in the academic field in which the 
compilation and writing of useful books, 
the discovery of old academic treasures, 
useful and meaningful commentaries 


and the establishment of other religious 
institutions are included.¥ 

Darul-‘Ulum Deoband has played a vital 
role for the development of religious 
sciences like Tafsir, Hadith, Figh, 
Tasawwuf, literature, ‘Aqa’id etc. and 
has rendered great services in this 
respect. As this subject (religious 
sciences) is very vast, so here only three 
subjects have been discussed viz, Tafsir, 
Hadith and Fiqh. 

Meaning: 

The word Fiqh is an Arabic term 
meaning “Deep Understanding” or “Full 
Comprehension”. Technically it refers to 
the body of Islamic law extracted from 
detailed Islamic sources. Ibn Khaldun 
describes Fiqh as “Knowledge of the 
rules of Allah -W-T) which concern the 
actions of persons who own themselves 
bound to obey the law respecting what 
is required (Wajib), forbidden (Haram), 
recommended (Mandub), disapproved 
(Makruh) or merely permitted (Mubah)”. 
This definition is consistent amongst 
the jurists. 

Source 

There are four sources of Fiqh. These 
are:- 

1) Quran: The first and for most 
source of Fiqh is the Quran. Any ruling 
in the Quran is incumbent upon a 
Muslim to follow. 

2) Sunnah: The second source of 
Fiqh is the Sunnah of Prophet 
Muhammad (-4-W.), All the Muslims have 
consensus on the fact that Sunnah of 


ISSN:2395-1079 


Available online at http://www.gjms.co.in/index.php/sajms 


South Asia Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies SAJMS 


January 2016, Vol. 1, No.-12 


Prophet (4.W) is compulsory to be 
followed. 

3) Ijma: The third source of Figh is 
Ijma. Ijma is an Arabic term referring to 
consensus of opinions of Muslim 
scholars on a particular issue. 

4) Qiyas: It means _ analogical 
deduction. It is the extension of a 
Shari‘ah value from an original case, to 
a new case because later has the same 
effective cause as the former. 

Juristic Trend of Darul-‘Ulum: 

In the field of Fiqh, the scholars of 
Darul-‘Ulum Deoband are the followers 
of Imam Abu Hanifa and in discussing 
the juristic issues the vast literature on 
the subject left by Imam Abu Hanifa 
and his disciples act as their main 
source. They have adopted a moderate 
and balanced approach in this field. 
Although their juristic explanations and 
interpretations revolve round the Hanafi 
school of thought, but one finds no clue 
of prejudice and aggravation in their 
works. They have not only followed the 
Fuqaha of Iraq in the interpretation and 
explanation of Ahadith, but followed the 
Fuqaha of Hijaz at various places. They 
consider all the four schools of juristic 
thought as Ahl-i-Sunnah wa al-Jamma. 
They have great love for all the A’imah 
of Ahl-i-Sunnah wal Jamma.vii 
Development of Figh 

Darul-‘Ulum Deoband is not only an 
institution but a movement in itself, 
which aims for the Islamic Renaissance 
and to guide Muslims on the right path 
of Islam. As the Darul-‘Ulum_ has 


rendered distinctive and valuable 
services in Tafsir, Hadith, Fiqh 
Tasawwuf, Literature, History etc. but 
the field of Fiqh remained main place of 
exercise for the Darul-‘Ulum, because 
Fiqh is actually the essence of all 
Islamic sciences. It is abstract of Quran 
and Ahadith. 

With the establishment of Darul-‘Ulum 
Deoband, it became centre for Fiqh and 
Fatawa in the subcontinent and 
produced such scholars who made Fiqh 
main focus of their attention. The 
centrality of Darul-‘Ulum in this field is 
established even today as Qadi Mujahid 
al-Islam Qasmi, rightly said, “Realy 
Darul-‘Ulum Deoband had leadership in 
the field of Fiqh.” vii 

The scholars of Darul-Ulum had 
rendered valuable service in the field of 
Fiqh in Various ways like, they 
established institution and academies, 
organized seminars and congregations, 
complied different books of 
Jurisprudence, made commentaries on 
old works, attempted to _ provide 
solutions to new issues, issued decrees 
for the benefit of people etc. In short 
there was not a single arena of Fiqh 
that was left unattended by the 
Madrasah. 

The introduction of all these services of 
the Madrasah is beyond the scope of the 
present paper, so here only a few 
aspects have been discussed. These 
are:- 

1.Establishment of Fiqh academies and 
centers 
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2.Compilation of books on Fiqh. 
3.Famous Fuqaha and Muftis 


1. Establishment of Fiqh 
academies and centers * 
For the development of Fiqh and 


Fatawa, the scholars of Darul-‘Ulum 
established various academies in 
different corners of the country. Among 
which the famous institutions are: 

a) Darul-Ifta Darul-‘Ulum Deoband: 
Before the establishment of Darul-Ifta, 
the task of Fatwa writing was carried 
out individually by different scholars of 
the Madrasah. Maulana Qasim 
Nanautawi, Maulana Rashid Ahmad 
Gangohi, Maulana Muhammad Yaqub 
Nanautawi, Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi 
and other teachers used to accomplish 
this service, and guide the people in 
religious matters. 

When, the number of people asking for 
the Fatwa increased and it became 
difficult for the teachers to answer these 
queries along with the teaching, the 
Shura of Darul-Ulum passed a 
resolution to establish a separate Darul- 
Ifta for this purpose. So in 1310 AHa 
permanent Darul-Ifta was established 
and Mufti Aziz al-Rehman was elected 
the First Mufti of the Institute who was 
Naib-i-Muhtamim of Madrasah at that 
time. * 

The establishment of Darul-Ifta was 
considered a mile stone in the field of 
Fiqh and Fatawa as it not only solved 
the religious issues of the common 
people but also provided convicting 


answers to the every mischief conspired 
against Muslims. 

b) Darul-Qada 
Phulwari, Patna. 
This academy was established in 1921. 
The major objectives of this academy 
were, to unite Muslims, to penetrate 
Islamic Commands and to guide 
Muslims on the right path of Islam. The 
main proposers of the academy were 
Abul kalam Azad, Mufti Kifayatul Allah 
and Maulana Syed Suleiman Nadvi. 
Maulana Shah Badrud-Din was elected 
first Amir of the academy.*! 

Cc) Idarat al-Mubahith al Fiqhiyah: 

In a Democratic and Secular country 
like India it was inevitable to determine 
a clear cut approach of Islamic Shari‘ah 
and to present it before’ the 
Government. For the same purpose this 
academy was established. This academy 
was formally established in 1970 by a 
famous jurist Mufti Muhammad Miyan. 


xii 


Amarat-e-Shar‘iah 


d) Islamic Fiqh Academy India: 

Once Maulana Mujahid al-Islam Qasmi 
went to Afirica to attend a seminar 
where he was asked many questions. 
He gave answers to some questions and 
some questions were pertaining to the 
modern issues. After returning from 
Africa he organized a seminar in 
Hamdard University for the same 
purpose. In the seminar decision about 
the establishment of Fiqh Academy 
India was taken, and in 1989 the 
academy was formally established.*i 
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The establishment of this academy can 
be considered a great achievement of 
the scholars of Darul-‘Ulum as it gave 
solution to the modern issues in 
accordance with Shari‘ah. 

e) Al- M‘ahad al-A‘ali al-Islami, 
Hyderabad: 

The academy was established to train 
the graduates of the _ different 
Madrasahs in a particular field of Fiqh. 
It was formally established in 1420 A.H. 
by Maulana Khalid Saifullah 
Rehamani.* 

Compilation of books on Fiqh 

For the development of Fiqh, the 
scholars of Darul-‘Ulum = produced 
abundant literature in this field. They 
not only compiled the books of their 
own but also translated and interpreted 
the old works of our predecessors. Some 
of the books are introduced below: 

a) Fatawa-e-Rashidiyah: Maulana 
Rashid Ahmad Gangohi 

It comprises of 3 volumes and contains 
the Fatawa issued at different occasions 
by Maulana Gangohi. The Issues 
pertaining to Ilm al-Ghaib, Taziyah 
Parasti, Tafsir, Hadith, Aitiqadat have 
been discussed argumentatively.*” 


b) Jadid Masail Kay  Shar’i 
Ahkam: Maulana Mufti Muhammad 
Shafi 

This book contains the answers 


pertaining to the issues like, Aero- 
plane, ship, Ruit-i-Hilal, Provident fund, 
Riba, Slaughter by Machine, vote and 
voter etc.*¥ 


Cc) Bank Insurance Aur Sarkari 
Qarzay: Maulana Burhan _ al-Din 
Sumbhali 


Some of the important issues discussed 
in this book include, bank insurance, 
Government loans, commandments 
about interest and what are the 
fundamental principles of Islam in this 
respect. This book is surely a precious 
addition to the treasure of 
Jurisprudence and a completion to the 
need of present age.*vii 

d) Islami ‘Adalat:- Qadi Mujahid al- 
Islam Qasmi: 

This book gives an introduction of all 
the four schools of thought about the 
issues of Qada. The judicial system 
from Prophetic (4-W.) period to that of 
M’awiyah (RAA) has been 
elaborately discussed .*viii 

e) Kifayat al-Mufti: 
Kifayatullah: 

The book comprises of 9 volumes and 


Amir 


Mufti 


issues like Imam, Tafsir, Hadith, 
History, Qada, Taharah (Ablution), 
Salah (Prayers), Jinazah (Funeral), 
Zakah (Alms), Marriage, Pardah 


(veiling), family planning and divorce 
have been discussed in the light of 
Islamic Shari‘ah.*x 

As abundant literature has been written 
by the scholars of Darul-Ulum about 
this field, so it is beyond the scope of 
this dissertation to introduce every 
book, so now the works are mentioned 
with their author / compiler / 
translator/ commentators in a list:- 
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S.No. Name of the Book Langu | Author/ Compiler/ Translator 
age 
ie Ahkam al-Quran Urdu Zafar Ahmad Thanwi, Mufti Muhammad 


Shafi and Muhamad Idris Kandhalvi 


2 Ahkam al-Hajj Urdu Maulana Muhammad Shafi‘ 
3. Aasan Hajj Urdu Maulana Muhammad Manzoor Naumani 
4 Islam kiya Hai Urdu Maulana Muhammad Manzoor Naumani 
5 Aalat-e-Jadidah Kay Shar? | Urdu Maulana Muhamad Shafi‘ 
Ahkam 
6. Imdad al-Fatawa (6 vols) Urdu Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi 
7. Bihishti Zewar (11 parts) Urdu Maulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi 
8 Tarajuma-e-Qaduri Urdu Abul Hassan Barabankwi 
9. Talim al-Islam Urdu Mufti Kifayatullah 
10. Hashiya-e-Kanz al- Daqa’iq | Arabic | Maulana ‘ziz ‘Ali Amrohi. 
11. Jawahir al-Figh Urdu Maulana Mufti Muhammad Shafi‘ 
12. Fatawa Imdadiyah Urdu Maulana Ashrad ‘Ali Thanwi 
13. Islam Aur Jadid Ma‘ashrati | Urdu Maulana Khalid Saifullah Rehmani 
Masa’il 
14. Jadid Fiqhi Masail (5 vols) Urdu Maulana Khalid Saifullah Rehmani 
15. Islam Ka Mukamal Nizam- | Urdu Qadi Abdul Jalil Qasmi 
e-Talaq 
16. Islami Taqrbiat Urdu Maulana Muhammad Miyan 
17. Halal-o-Haram Urdu Maulana Khalid Saifullah Rehmani 
18. Murwajah Siyasat kay | Urdu Mufti Muhammad Zaid Mazahiri 
Shari Ahkam 
19. Qawl al-Imam Fi-Fasad-e- | Persia | Maulana Ahmad al-Din 
Imamat al-Ghulam n 
20. Beatity parlor ki Shari | Persia | Maulana Inam al-Haq 
Hythiyat n 
21: Al-Taswir al-Ahkam = al-| Arabic | Maulana Mufti Muhammad Shafi‘ 
Taswir 
22. Sabil al-Rishad Urdu Maulana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi. * 


Fomous Fuqaha and Muftis 
Darul-Ulum Deoband produced towering personalities in the field of Fiqh. Some 
famous personalities are given below: 

S. No. | Name Date of | Year | Year Date of Death 
Birth of of 
adm | gradu 
issio | ation 
n in | from 
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Daru | Darul- 
1- Ulum 
Ulu 
m 
Maulana Mufti Aziz al- | 1275 A.H 1384 | 1295 17 Jamad_ al-Akhir 
Rehman 1347 
Maulana Mufti | 1292 — «| 1315 13 Rabi al-Sani 1372 
Kifayatullh Dehalvi 
Maulana Mufti A‘azaz ‘Ali | 1300 «| «1321 13 Rajab 1374 
Amrohi 
Maulana Mufti Mehdi | 1301 1326 | 1328 28 Rabi al-Sani 1396 
Hassan 
Maulana Mufti | 1314 1330 | 1343 11 Shawal 1396 
Muhammad Shafi‘ 
Maulana Mufti | 12  Rajab | 1334 | 1343 6 Shawal 
Muhammad Miyan 1321 
Mualana Mufti Mehmud | 9 jamad al- | 1348 | 1350 19 Rabi al-Sani 1417 
Hassan Gangoli Akhir 1325 
Maulan Qadi Mujahid al- | 1936 1951 | 1955 4 April 20024 
Islam Qasmi 
Conclusion who are well versed in this important 
From the above discussion it is clearly field. Hundreds of books have been 
evident that Darul-‘Ulum Deoband has written under the banner of Darul- 
not left any stone unturned to take the ‘Ulum Deoband in the field of fiqh. 
science of Figh at its highest level. It Academies and_ institutions were 
produced a good number of scholars established by the zealous scholars of 
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Darul-‘Ulum Deoband in order to serve religious sciences, are as bright as the 
this field on a wider level. So we can say Sun. 
that, the services, that, Darul-‘Ulum Notes and References: 


Deoband has rendered to religion and 
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————— *! All this information has been collected by 
i Fazil-i-Rashid al-Hussaini al-Qasmi, the Researcher. 
“Mashahir-i-Darul-Ulum = Deoband,” _AI- 
Rashid, Feb-March 1972, 251. 

" Syed Mehbub Rizvi, Tarikh-i-Darul- Ulum 
Deoband, Vol. 1, (Deoband: Idarah-I- Ihtimam 
Darul-Ulum Deoband, 1992), 450. 

™ Rizvi, Tarikh-i-Darul- Ulum, 451-452. 
Rizvi, Tarikh-i-Darul- Ulum, 457. 

’ Al-Quran, (15:9). 

“ Rizvi, Tarikh-i-Darul- Ulum, 457. 

“4 Maulvi Javid Ashraf Madhepuri, “Ulema- 
i-Deoband ki Fighi Khidmat,” Pygam-i- 
Mehmud, Apr-May, 1998, 71. 

“" Aftab Ghazi Qasmi and Abd al-Hasib 
Qasmi, Fudhla-i-Deoband ki Fighi Khidmat, 
(Deoband: Kutub Khana Naimiyah, 2011), 39. 
* Here only those Figh centers and academies 
are introduced which are established by the 
scholars of Darul-‘Ulum Deoband, otherwise 
the scholars of Darul-‘Ulum Deoband are 
rendering services in every corner of India. 

* Qasmi and Qasmi, Fudhla-i-Deoband, 137- 
138. 

a Qasmi and Qasmi, Fudhla-i-Deoband, 153. 
“ Qasmi and Qasmi, Fudhla-i-Deoband, 165. 
“ Qasmi and Qasmi, Fudhla-i-Deoband, 171- 
by; 

*Y Qasmi and Qasmi, Fudhla-i-Deoband, 195. 
*Y Madhepuri, “Ulema-i-Deoband ki Fighi 
Khidmat,” 72. 

| Madhepuri, “Ulema-i-Deoband ki Fighi 
Khidmat,” 74. 

vil Madhepuri, “Ulema-i-Deoband ki Fighi 
Khidmat,” 75. 

“vil Madhepuri, “Ulema-i-Deoband ki Fighi 
Khidmat,” 75. 

* Madhepuri, “Ulema-i-Deoband ki Fighi 
Khidmat,” 73. 

™ All this information has been collected by 
the Researcher. 
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